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Interpretation of the Sixth and Seventh Vials 
in the Revelations, demonſtrated by infallible 
Teſtimonies, drawn from the general Current and 
Light of the Scriptures, and political Obſervations, 


| To which is 8 | 
A Short Treatiſe holding forth the Neceſſity” and Duty 
of all Men from the higheſt to the loweſt, living in 
a Chriſtian Country, carefully and diligently to peruſe 
the Holy Scriptures, in order to become true Chriſtians, 
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An Addreſs to the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, in 
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Search the Scriptures, for in them ye ohink ye have eternal 
Lift, and they are they which teflify of me. John v. 39. 
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HAVE * . to 
me, to recommend myſelf to the 
polite, ſupreme, and faſhionable _ 
part of mankind; . I have no natural 
turn of wit, for to make me to be 
admired by the populous, or regarded 
by thoſe who value themſelves upon 
Pu account of their great parts and 


a 3 as I had never 
5 the 


1%) 
the advantage of a regular education, - 
it cannot be thought I ſhould through 
the- prejudice thereof, behave uncha- 
ritably to one opinion more than 


another, or ſrek to indulge one moro 
than another, in that which really 


appears to be ſinful, and as I flatter 


none,. my circutnſtance in the world 
never could afford me ability to 
E the covetous mind with tempt- 
ing objects, and therefore not very 
liable. to. be deceived or drawn aſide 
by flatterers, to judge partially; and 
as my deceaſed parents left me nothing 
for to help me through the world, 
ſo I never to this day, have had the 
value of twenty ſhillings given me, 
but what I could claim a right to, 
as properly my due; yet, I have ſome- 
what to glory in, which affords me 
no ſmall ſatisfaction, and that is, 
walking in all good conſcience in the 
ſight of God! I bave had from a 
child, a great veneration and eſteem 
wy the holy ans wad and - many a 
ſweet -- 


(Tl 


fereet and comfortable bor 1 bs. 


had in reading and meditating on 
them; even when deſtitute of ſuitable 
companions, and reduced to the moſt 


indigent and trying circumſtances; 


yet, if I had but my bible, and lei- 


ſure to read in it, I thought myſelf 


as happy as A king in his palace, 


converſing with his moſt intimate and 


favourite nobles. I never yet was 
diſappointed of my hopes of any 
particular views I had to accompliſh; 
in order to ſtrengthen my belief, and 
to confirm me of the reality an 
truth of that marvellous light given 


me in the ſcriptures of truth; but 


what was actually granted, or thingy 
equivalent to it, or ſomething much 
foperior to that which F looked for, 
which greatly encouraged me to em- 


dence has offered me, to write down 
my ſentiments, a proof of which 1 
have not only ſhown here, but * 
im a book publiſhed a few months 


a 2 ago, 


brace all opportunities which provi- 


4 


WR 8 
go, entitled, A View of the Glory 


of the Meſſiah's Kingdom, with two 
other Treatiſes. I have not as yet 
been let into che light of what opinion 
the moſt judicious and pious part of 
the miniſters of the goſpel (who have 
read it) have of it, though perhaps 
if - duly conſidered, it would appear 
through the whole, that never has the 
like or equal to it, could be produced. 
by a perſon of ordinary or mean 
qualities: but I deſire not (ſuppoſing 
J had it in my power) to impoſe 
upon any man's judgment; bleſſed 
be God! we live under ſuch a happy 
conſtitution, that every man is - at 
liberty to judge for himſelf, according 
to the dictates of his own conſcience, 
though not free to judge another raſhly, 
or abuſe chriſtian liberty, for though I 
have attempted. to expound the moſt - 
critical and myſterious - paſſages of 
ſcripture ;\ yet, I am not aſhamed pub- 
- licly to own what I have done, but 
1 rather glory in it; particularly, becauſe 
| 1 am not indebted to any man for 
. | | 1 any 


6 1 1 


Thave bad 
of God caſt 


any: aid Or en 
but what the 3 
among my hands, by 8 J have 
gathered from confuſed authors, an 
retained by meer force of argue, 

ment, and though performed by a 
little child in Chriſt, yet boldly, af 
firms, that it is not beneath. the digs 
nity. of the moſt e politician, 
nor the ſanction of the beſt, clergy- 
man to look into it; though its A 


truth. well known, that the Clatter,ars | 


more. eſpecially. called upon, to eęxa- 


— 


mine into the grounds of its contents, 
as a duty incumbent upon them, - as 
watchmen in the houſe of God, and 
as chriſtians, to try, the ſpirits, . leſt 
the ſearcher of hearts finds them want- 
ing, and, call them to give account 
of their ſtewardſhips, particularly for 
deſpiſing the ſmalleſt thing, under- 
value, or diſregard, and offend Chriſt's 
little ones, Who are the excellent of 
the. carth. Certainly it is the duty, and _ 
Well becoming the miniſters of the 
goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without 
. partiality 


partiality to judge ſuch matters, ſee- 
ing it it is cxpreſely- recommended in 
mered writ, - as 4 diſpoſition” truly no- 
ble and generous. to inquire into ſueh 
things, if doubtful, to arch daily 


whether it be ſo or no, as is repre- 
ſentedd 16" the following eſſay; if it be 
true, it nerds Hot: much - recommend- 
ation to make it worth the receiving 


any proof of -his care and fidelity;” of 

regard to the i truths of Chriſt, yea, 
well worth the taking notice of by 
every friend of the Proteſtant cauſe; 
and more eſpecially by the pillars of 
the truth in Great-Britain. If any, 
or a - confiderable part of it, be falſe 
or inconfiſtent willi the plain and eſ- 
ſential truths of feripture, or, to come 
nearer, if it be contrary to the re- 
cecived opinion and belief of the people 
ef God in all ages, who exceedingly 
rejoiced if they could evidently form 
unto themſelves” but the ſmalleſt hopes 
of ſeeing or artiving at the time of 


„ * 


by every good man, who hath — ; 


- 


1 1 


the glory of the latter days. I fay, if 


chat I have done here and publiſhed, 
tepreſont 2 falſe light before = world, 
who muſt anſwer For! the conſequens 


ces, but thoſd hom, God in his 


providence. hath inveſted: with, autho- 


rity : to-keep, of preſerve. the, houſe, of 


God clean from the infection of every 
corrupt and dangerous principles that 
ateep in uhawates, ſinceę I have, 
Rill/ declare. before God and the wor 
that all my proceedings in things of 


ence, and from unfcigned love to the 
truth, ſo far as the knowledge thereof 
is already come within my reach. 


This addreſs is humbly offered, wih 


the higheſt eſteem and reſpe&t, and 
with = honour and regard to the re- 


verend divines of the Proteſtant perſua- 


ſion, who are zealous for their maſter's 
honour; who ſincerely and freely, with- 
out reſpect 
| (ruths of Chriſt's cauſe, in the midſt of 

8 a multi- 


of perſons, vindicate the 


' . 


this: nature, flow from, a good... conſci-- ' 


4 


(i Þ | 
* wh, > x 


multitude er of A nilevotent” 
Aol, and of various ſentiments. 
1 defire nothing from yeu but What is | 
intirely agreeable and conſiſtent with 
Four principles and profeſſion,” and what 
is neceffary in order to maintain and 
ſuppott the ſame: I I have erred from 
- the tuthT only want to be convineed 
by ſound reaſoning,” and who is is ſuffici- 
ent for theſe things? doubtleſs you, the 
faithful miniſters of the goſpel; whom 
T always regard next to Chriſt, as my 
Tides and baden into a ſtate of end- 
Jeſs Vid we or Pome ey ap happineſs.:: 
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Of peroſing the 


HOLY SCRIPTURES, 


EY 
FIND E in Cabs paſling woes. of 
1 greater ſatisfaction, than to expreſs with my 
mouth, what my heart finds to be true in 
the diſcovery of divine truths; and I find 


no greater joy, than that my fellow- creatures 


might ſhare with me, of that happineſs I find 
within myſelf, through the practice of ſearching 


the holy ſcriptures; no wonder then, that I 


delight in uſing my pen, that ſo I might freely 


give, of what I freely have received; the Lord 
has been good and gracious to me, by inclin- 
ing me from my youth up, to ſeek his face, and 
to ſearch diligently for the rich treaſure wrap- 
ped up in the ſcriptures of truth, which are 
hid from a great part of mankind, through 


their own ſloth and ſelf-ſufficiency, whe love 


the darkneſs of error, rather than the light of 


truth; and ſhould I not, out of gratitude to this 
moſt gracious and good God, who hath heard 


my prayers, do as much as in me lies, in glo- 
B rifying 


: 
; 


* 


2 Of the Neceſſity of peruſing the Holy Scriptures. 


 rifying his great name, by magnifying his holy 
word, and endeayour to excite others to the ſame 
practice? O] how happy would it be for thou- 
ſands that call themfelves chriſtians, if they 
would take as much delight in reading their 
bible, as they do in a play-book, or other com- 
mon romances : certainly there can be but little 
fellowſhip betwixt the light of divine truths. | 
and the practice of the play-acors, when there 
| is ſo many of their followers take fo little de- 
1 light in the ſacred oracle, that fountain of 
hhaeavenly truths, wherewith the heart of man is 
purified, in order to diſpoſe it to enjoy the 
pleaſure of heaven. All the ſyſtems of moral 
philoſophy put together, with all the agreeable — 
accompliſhed rules and directions of good man- 
ners, and thus adorned with all the artifice of 
every affecting ſcheme, geſture, and actions of 
people of the brighteſt wit, and though perfu- 
med with the approbation of men under the 
beſt character, is nothing but as a whited ſe- 
pulchre, or, which is worſe, the glory of ſatan's 
kingdom, which muſt be deſtroyed with ever- 
laſting contempt, inſomuch that it triumphs in 
diſguiſe over that ſyſtem of revealed truths, the |, 
only infallible rule given us from the mouth of \ 
God, how to glorify and enjoy him. I ſuppoſe 
no perſon of any circumſpection need to queſtion 
what I here affirm, the truth is too ev:dent ; 
never was a time when plays, &c. were more 


| followed, admired, and talked of, than has been 


for 


Of the Neceſſity of peruſing the Fay Seriptures. 3 
for ſome years paſt, and never ſince the refor- 
mation, were leſs regard, credit; or eſteem, really 
ſhewn to the holy ſcriptures, than in our day. 
I would not by this be miſunderſtood, as if I 
were for condemning all innocent diverſions, far 
from it, I am not, nor never was inclining to 
ſuch ſuperſtition ; for I found by experience, that 
inſtead of hindering true piety, it oftentimes is 
A means to revive it, and does good as a medium; 
when ſeaſonably applied, and taken moderately, 
is as neceſſary in its place, for maintaining and 
| preſerving the health of the body, as its neceſſary 
food and raiment: and if theſe people who are fo 
fond of plays, e . and horſe- races, &c. did 
it to the end, th might be the more fit 
and diſpoſed for R 1 and peruſing the ſcrip- 
tures, and to follow its godly and holy pre- 
cepts, I ſhould very willingly join with them, 
but it's plain that it is quite the reverſe; 
How often do we ſee many a bright perſon, 
that has a large ſtock of wit, and a great admj- 
rer of plays, and is very agreeable in conver- 
ſation; by their good morals, know, and can 
talk of almoſt every thing that can be named, 
concerning the faſhions, pomps and vanities of 
the world, and even delight in reading religious 
poets, who think it beneath them to meddle 
much with the ſcriptures ; but if a man mould 
at any time preſume to talk with them of 
that, they are almoſt as ignorant and averſe to 
B 2 it, 


Ry OT api, 


4 Of the Neceſſity of peruſing the Holy Scriptares, 
it, as if they were born and brought up a- 
mongſt the Turks and Mahometans. Therefore 
ungodlineſs and vice, infidelity and contempt 
of ſcripture, now ride in triumph. 

Obj. But ſome will ſay, that plays are or- 


- dained, not only for entertaining the people, 


but alſo to reftrain and keep down vice: that 
may be; but I would not, for the pleaſure of 
a fox-hunting, and” other deſtroying vermin, 
tread down and deſtroy a valuable cornfield, 


which is eſſentially nece for the benefit and 
ſupport of the people of a whole country, or 
a whole kingdom. And this is really the caſe, 
: When we, through the pretence of regard to 


moral virtues, and a diſlike to their contrary 
vices, value our own pleaſure, and follow our 


own diverſion, more than the purfuit of a godly 


and ſober life, animated and ſupported by 'read- 


ing and peruſing the holy ſcriptures. 


Obj. But there be ſome godly people that 


love plays, why may not we follow our diverſion 
and be good too; we may love the church well 


enough, and not be always in it. 


Anſw. This I believe, that there are many 
worthy perſons, who are naturally diſpoſed - to 
plays and. other diverſions; but Chriſt is both 
a king and a faviour, and if ever we will 
be faved by him, his word muſt rule in our 


hearts, e us to ſubmit to his holy pre- 
cepts, 


Of the Neceſſity of peruſing the Holy Scriptures. 5 
cepts, which teacheth us to deny all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this 3 Wh 
Titus j. 12. 

Therefore it highly. es every one in 
particular, that are capable of reading or hear- 
ing the word of God delivered in the ſerip- 
tures, diligently to peruſe it more than any 
other book whatſoever; for bleſſed is he that 
s readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
_ £6 prophecy, and keep thoſe things which are writ- 
ce ten therein, for the time is at hand,” Rev. i. 3. 
Other books concerning trade, are neceſſary: for 
people in - buſineſs, - in order to help them to 
carry on their lawful employment, | a negle& of | 
having frequent recourſe to, would perhaps, 
render them incapable of commerce, and thereby 
expoſe themſelves to hardſhips, even to the want 
of the neceſſaries of life; therefore it is much 
after the fame manner, our ſpiritual and eternal 
welfare is inlarged or diminiſhed, the better we 
know our buſineſs, the more we are capable to 
follow it, in order to get ourſelves profit and 
advantage; and therefore it concerns us to give 
all diligence, - to get ourſelves acquainted with 
the ſcriptures, becauſe they are the only in- 
fallible rule given us from God himſelf, in or- 
der to fit and prepare us for that compleat 
Happineſs, which is with God in heaven re- 
ſerved for the upright in heart. All other ne- 


ne Neqſiy of perafing the Holy Scriptures. 


teffary books; are profitable for thoſe for whom 


| thiey were adapted and deſigned, and theſe only 


to ſuch as have need of them. But every man, 
woman, or child, hath need to come into the 
knowledge of the truth, that they may be fa- 


ved; and therefore it is highly neceſſary for 
every one that hath it in his power, diligently 


to perufe the holy ſcriptures, becauſe without 
the knowledge thereof the heart cannot be good; 
and the more we find ourſelves averſe to _ 


the more reaſon there is for us to pray for 
the holy Tpirit to incline us, for of ourſelves 


we can do nothing: but he that will be ig- 


norant, will be ignorant ill; and that will be 


holy muſt be made holy; no man ſhall ever 


ſee God's face in merey, but he that deſireth 


to be holy as well as to be happy, and holy 
that he may be happy, for * without holineſs no 


<6 man ſhall fee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. 


I am not ignorant that many deceivers have 
ſtudied the ſcriptures, and beſtowed a great 
deal of pains in the ſearching into them, to the 


end that they might from thence be furniſhed 


with materials, in order to maintain and ſup- 
port their bad cauſe: but God, who knows 


all things, knoweth, that a meer ſpeculative 


knowledge in the ſcriptures, ſuch as tends to 
ftrife, breaches, and diviſion, is quite different 
from that knowledge I would be at, 'or want 
to recommend; but through the uſe of the 
ordinary means, and the practice of reading 

| ; : and 


Of the Nec of perſng he Bub dee, 7 


and peruſing the holy ſcriptures, our minds 
thereby might be illuminated with the Gving 
light of divine knowledge, that we may. truly 
know what the will of the Lord is, to the 
end that our faith, hope, and love in God, 
might daily increaſe, be firengthened and con- 
firmed, and ſo bring forth the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, by a well- ordered life and canverla-. 
tion. 

Queſt. But what is the reaſon, that the greateſt 
part of thoſe living in a chriſtian country, take 
ſo little delight in reading and peruſing the 
ſcriptures, ſeeing it is generally owned and con- 
| feſſed amongſt them, that it is the word of 
God, and therefore the beſt book in the world? 

Anfw. Much might be ſaid to anſwer this 
queſtion, but I ſhall briefly obſerve, firſt, the. 
corruption of man's nature, that cauſeth a ſe- 
cret enmity in the heart, contrary to the light 
of reaſon and againſt conſcience, à plain evi- 
dence of our net having the holy ſpirit of 
God dwelling in us, or at leaſt that we have 
provoked him to depart from us, for loving 
the darkneſs of error, more than the light of 
truth revealed in God's word, until we through 
repentance turn again, and renew our covenant 
with him: and this will appear, by that love 
and affectionate deſire we find in ourſelyes and 
others, to be inſtructed in the knowledge of di- 
vine truths, every child of God that is born 
again, is as new born babes, deſiring the fin- 
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cere milk of the word, that they might grow. 
thereby. No ſurer mark can be given of a 
true chriſtian, and of his having communion 
with his God, than in having pleaſure and de- 
light in peruſing the holy ſctiptures, for where 
the heart of man is, there will his treaſure be alſo, 
Matt. vi. 21. And no greater ſign can appear of 
a heart eftranged from. God, than in his having 
no love or deſire in reading and peruſing the 

word of God, for although we ſhould conform 
ourſelves exactly, according to the beſt rules of 
what human wiſdom can ' preſcribe, and be as 
devout as poſſibly we can, and although we 
could ſpeak as an angel from heaven, it is all 
in the ſight of God, to no purpoſe, without 
conforming ourſelves to the rules and directions 
of the holy ſcriptures; for ſays the apoſtle, . We 
s are of God; he that knoweth God, heareth us; 
cc he that is not of God, heareth not us: hereby 

cc know we the ſpirit of truth, and the ſpirit of 
<« error,” 1 John iv. 6. But ſecondly, another 


" reaſon may be given, why men are ſo careleſs in 


peruſing the word of God, is the great fault 
that may juſtly be charged -on the clergy in 
general, who do not inforce this duty more 
than they do upon their hearers, but follow too 
much the way of the church of Rome, who © 
chuſes to keep men in darkneſs and ignorance 
in the ſcriptures of truth, alledging it ſufficient 
for the people to read and peruſe what bits and 
ſcraps they pleaſe to let them have, mingled 

| with 


"yn 3 
Of the Neceſſity of peruſing the Holy Scriptures. 9g 


with their own inventions, and, by confining 
them to ſet forms of prayer, as if praying to 
the Almighty conſiſts only in the often repeat- 
ing forms of words, collected for an ignorant 
a Id blind perſon that doth not underſtand what he 
M praying for, and thereby is encouraged to 
continue in his floth, and / from ſeeking after 
the gift of prayer, which truly is received from 
the ſpirit of God helping our infirmity, through 
the knowledge of the ſcriptures, -n, 

I know my proceedings. in things of this na- 
ture gives offence to many, who ſay, how come 


I to take upon me to clear up dark paſſages of 
ſcripture, one that was never taught in the ori- 


ginal languages, &c. when at the ſame time 
there be many great men, that have gone thro? 


all parts of claſſical learning, who cannot enter 


on ſuch critical and myſterious affairs ? 
To this I anſwer : Bleſſed be God! that we 


have had wiſe and good men, of an undeniable 


ability in that which is called polite learning, 
was fully perſuaded, that it was their indiſpen- 


fable duty to have the word of God tranſlated 
into the mother tongue, that ſo the unlearned, - 


as well as the learned, might have benefit there- 
by. It belongs to every one to ſearch the 
ſcriptures, and our Saviour poſitively commanded: 
the Jews to do it, John v. 39. And our obli- 
gation under the goſpel diſpenſation can be no 
ways leſſened, becauſe © all ſcripture is given by 
& inſpiration of God, and js profitable for doc- 

8 trine 


ro of thy - Nu of proving a Bi rare, 
6 trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction 


( Ar hteouſneſs, that the man of God may be 


erfect, thoroughly furniſhedintoall good works/® 


2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. And the apoſtle Paul com- 
mends Timochy, becauſe he, from his child- 


hood, ſtudiec to know * the holy ſcriptures, 


which were able to make him wiſe unto falva- * 
tion through Faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


2 Tim. iii. 15. And as to the obſcure parts of 


ſeripture, which many do not underſtand, muſt 


be owing, in a great meaſure, to their own 
Noth and negligence, | that will not be at the 
pains to ſearch into them, that do not read 
them with profit, by comparing that which 
ſeemeth obſcure, to other places which appear 
more clear and intelligible. No one part of 


4 ſcripture doth contradi& another, though there 


be many who do not underſtand them, are 
pleaſed to caft ſuch blots upon them, nor are 
they cunningly and craftily deviſed,” as ſome 
will have adapted only to the learned, and 
the moſt- wiſe and prudent; no, they ave die 
to the [loweſt capacity, plain, eaſy, and intelli- 
gible to every upright mind. Nevertheleſs it is 


neceſſary, in order to our better underſtanding 
the ſcriptures, to read and peruſe the works of 
learned and pious men, that have given proof 

of their being ſound in the faith grounded on 
the word of God, that faith that worketh by 
love to God, and univerſal charity to mankind. 
When 1 compare with the ſeriptures, the beſt 


and 


|| =- —_— 


* 


' Of the New of perwſng the Buy Serigeares, 1 


and ſoundeſt < writing that eyer came 
| Within my 1 find ſuch difference be- 
twixt them, that, they are like ſilyer mixed 


; N , 
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- with droſs, compared with, lumps of the pureſt 7 


gold, and the richeſt diamonds, wrapped up in 
Tefler bundles; yet I find. it neceſſary, for the 
benefit of le, to divide | that immenſe ſum, 
into ſmall parcels of lelſer value, that. the 
poor as well a as the nich, the unlearned as well 

as the learned, might have benefit and profit 
A | | f 
; Obj. But before 17 can pretend to a tho- 
— underſtanding i in the ſcriptures, it is ner 
ceſſary for them know and be taught in the 
original languages, e ially becauſe of the de- 
fect that is charged on the tranſlation of. the 
bible? 
Anſwer, It is true, there be ſome 'who ſeem 
to be inclined to pervert. the ſcriptures, by 
ſeeking to force it down to their own way, 
have publiſhed a declaration of the neceſſity of 
a new tranſlation of the bible, wherein they 
give out ſeveral trivial defects in our tranſlation, 
by making every mote appear as a mountain, in 
order to blind the poor and ſimple ignorant 
people, to make them believe, that the learned, 
and they only, are capable to underſtand the 
ſcriptures; but the moſt learned in the king- 
dom, without true piety, are very incompetent 
judges in the ſcriptures, (which I can ſay with 
a eu. and therefore, very few of the great 
C2 learned 


r „ een 1 IS +. 
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12 of the Nuff of perufug the Hoh Scriptures, 
men in our day, can be deelned qualified for 


— 


ſuch a work : I: confeſs true piety, forbid 0 
judge a brother, or ſpeak evil of ſuperiors; but a) ; 
hope I do not raſhly judge my brother, nor 

ſpeak reproachfully of my ſuperiors; neither do 

I deſire it, God knows it, to ſay or do any 
thing to any perſon, or perſons, but what 
ſhould wiſh and defire that they ſhould do to 
me; and if I ſeem to be in the fault, why 
don't they tell me of it, by endeayouring to 
convince me in my error, ſeeing, that there 13 
N on earth, as I can freely ſay from my >, 
ft could wh or r deſire more, 
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4 copy & 1 2 LETTER, dredtel to "_ correſ- 
pondent, Mr. Haxvey, at Knepton, near 


. - 
N „ 4 - 
„ 41 Ta " þ-- . 4 * * * * wry wo . , * „ Wee N a 


Belvoir Caſtle in Lincolnſhire, ſometime before 5 


the publication of my book, intitled, A vie 
F the glory the Meſſiah's kingdom, &. 


8-4 ct 


* ACCORDING to my ni to you Wn 
my laſt, I have written theſe few lines, 
<< wherein I freely give my thoughts and ob- 


<« ſetvations on the accompliſhment of the ſcrip- 
cc ture pruphecics 110 uv fulklling in the world, 


be as I find it the opinion of people who 8 | 
c pret Rev. xvi. 12. The pouring out of the 
* ſixth vial upon the great river Euphrates, that 
ce the waters thereof were dried up, that the way 
for the kings of the eaſt might be prepared, 
ce jg applied to the diſſolution of the Turkiſh- 
tc empire; and fome ſay, that the Lord ſhall 
e literally ſhew his wonders as he did to the 
$ Iſraelites of old, by drying up the waters of 
ec the Red-ſea and Jordan, to make for 
« them to paſs to the land of Canaan, and this 
e they fay will literally or ſtrictly be accompliſhed 
te before Chriſt come, as a thief in the night, 
d judge the world. But I think it no hard 
© matter to prove, that almoſt every ſentence 
te in the book of the Revelations ought to be 
te underſtood metaphorically, not literally, or in 
\ « a ing. 
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14 A Litter directed to the Conductor 


<« a ſtrict ſenſe, which all may be comprehended 
in two general heads, to wit, firſt concerning 
te the church of Chriſt, which is the main and 

< principal ſubject of the book of the Revela- 
<« tions : ſecondly, concerning, the enemies of 


the church, particularly the antichriſtian's 


power and authority, ſitting in, and eſtabliſh- 
S 1 ing his doctrine and blaſphemaus arrogancy 
in the temple of God, who ſhould for a time 
64 reign, and prevail over the poor members of 


* Chriſt's myſtical body, but ſhould loſe their 


&« power at the end of a time appointed, and 


4 ſuffer moſt grievouſly, even in this world, as 


c yagabonds, - without a certain. Awelling-place, 
« Waters are to be underſtood in. the Revela- 


| « tions,. to be people, multitudes, nations, and 
 & tongues, Rev. xvii. 15. And as every thing 
& jn the law were ſhadows of good things to 


& come, even the holy land itſelf, every part 
* of it was given as types, figures and ſhadows 
& which was to come, in and through Chriſt, 


«wherein dwelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead 
« bodily; and as we haye the moſt inconteſt- 
< able evidence for it proved by undeniable facts, 
4 that the candleſtick (the church) is removed 


« out of its former place, we have the fame 


«warrant to believe, that the enemies (I mean 


cc the moſt ſubtle enemies) thereof are removed 
ce alſo, in order to be as near it as poſſible, 


, and be ſeated at ſome other diftant place in 


4 the world, to what it was in old tunes, that 
p | 60 they 


of © Moor” Alma ,t ts 
« they might the more conveniently ſhow (their 
cc hatred, and exert their power againſt the cauſe 
« of Chrift, and on INDIE * ew 
faithful worſhipers. 

% Noy, Sir, conſidering what is faid, as art 
introduction to what I am now to impart. 
«© Why may not this great river Euphrates that 
„was to be dried up, that the kings of the 
ec eaſt might be prepared; I ſay, hy may not this 
de be applied to the powers of France, whoſe 
« waters are already dried up; that the kings 
of the caſt, that is the proteſtant princes in 
Germany, &c. who are ſituated to the eaſt 
«from Great- Britain, where the chief of the 
& proteſtaut powers refides, that chey might be 4 
„ ready to ſtand as one man for the pulling 
e down all the thrones of iniquity in the whole 
«world, that ſet themſelves in oppoſition to the 
«kingdom of Chriſt, and be prepared to go on 
& ſpeedily to the work, when the king of kings 
ee ſhall utter his voice from his throne in 'hea- 
c ven, ſaying it is done, by the pouring out of 
e the ſeventh vial, when Chriſt ſhall give power 
«to his repreſentative, the angel ſtanding in 
<« the ſun, proclaiming the ſupper of the great 
God, to whom ſhall be given the fpirit of 
ce Elias, in order to reform all things; and is 
e that angel which cometh from the altar, that 
ce was to have power over fire, who ſhould cry 
with a loud cry, to him that hath the ſharp 
« ſickle, to thruſt in his fickle, and gather the 
« cluſters . 


16 A Letter directed to the Cunductor, Se. | 


« cluſters; of the vine of the earth, for hey 

« grapes are now fully ripe. Now, Sir, what 

- «I fay here, relating to the powers of France, 
E exactly correſponds to what you publiſhed in 
« your almanacks for the ygars 1757 and 1758, 
<< wherein. you have, given out what the pro- 
* phet Ezekiel ſays, . concernin ig the diſſolution 
<«'of mount Seir, which you in a figure apply 
eto the French nation, © Thou fthalt be deſo- 
« late, O mount Seir!”, Ezek. xxxv. 15. and 
this mount Seir of Ezekiel, correſponds to 
e Monſieur- the F renchman, &c. &c. If this 
application be juſt and true according to the 


& ſcriptures, as it now appears feaſiable, we ſee 
« that France -ie,.now at her laſt ſhifts, is ob- 


e liged to apply for help from her great neigh- 
«6 bour Spain, which I believe will. come down, 
«6 and. be reduced to the like fate. We have 
cc equal warrant to. believe what I haye aſſerted 
4 for truth, by the aforeſaid evidences, which, 
cc I never heard any other but myſelf maintain; 
« and if ſuch interpretation may be depended. 
< upon, we may conclude, that there is no- 
ee thing remaining unfulfilled, which may hin- 
4 der us from looking for Chriſt's coming as a 
« thief in the night, in order to ſpoil the wick-, 
« ed, ungodly, ſuperſtitious, and idolatrous 10 
« of all their . N 


A. el Hk. 


00 Hanworth, March 16, 1762.” I 
A copy 


os [+ 17 4. * * 


A copy of KM: Rags th, Anon, g | 
h ne2pnottal of od}. 1 
gy @ Mi Exkink, " Ws: Bo . re oY 125 


Go 1 21955 989.8 


=] ARGEIVED the favour. ef your Kw, 
„wherein 1 find.;your- thoughts and ohſer- 
ens on the eee ;the ſcripture 
prophecies, now fulfilling, in the, world, are 
te ſo agreeable to my ſentiments thereon, 
two perſons cannot be found more agreeable 
5 in their opinions than yours and mine, in 
s thoſe: particulars 'you-/mention; for I do a 
yon, if I was to write an anſwer neyer 
« fong to your letter, which I think 
«when fewer words will do as well, it would 
dein the fame! thing over again to con- 
« firm verbatim. I think it is right to reveal 
the mind on ſuch critical and, myſterioug, af- 
44 fairs to a friend, ſuch as I take you te be, 


4 pret or underſtand the word of God truly, 
5 as delivered in the holy ſcriptures, but ſuch 
«to whom it hath pleaſed the divine being to 
«© impart and illuminate with ſome ſpiritual light 
« and knowledge, ſo as to fee in part, the 
«© the moſt wonderful ceconomy, providence, 
D Ot” Y"Y in the government of 
D tc thi 


244 744 


* 
— — * 


© peri Se one 4% 


* 4 * 
4 =Y 
. 3 —— om 
— 


— 
. 


n 
VO >, - os * 


- ad — 7 — 


— y —_ * 
A 47 


— -_- 


— m — "_—_— — — 
Pa - 
« _—_ * „„ — — 
bs - A 


— — — 


2 


— — 


ae char it was wrote 46 


16 Mr, Harvey Anfwer. 


& this world, and redemption of mankind, &c, 
te Kc. Let this Vilffice àt preſent, little time | 
5 will ſhew ample demonſtration thereof. 
I have returned you an, anſwer, as ſoon as 
* poſſible I could, it being now a b "time in 
bad wy weddly affairs, whith corhm ckateſt 
e my time from bor, heping you will 
te accept this, with the fame Kindneſs — in- 
? | Fi 2 
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ER E it tay be Beef chat Ge katy 
already, in a high degree, verified the 
truth of What is repeated in the foregoing let- 
ters, which my friend, the ſaid Mr. Harvey, 
and I jointly agree in our opinions, ſome years 
. ago; it is certain that the powers of the French 
nation, this great river Euphrates, is | 
dried up, in ſuch à manner, that the French- 
men themſelves cannot but be conyinced, that 
Sod remarkably in the late war, wrought for 
his people Ifrael, the Proteſtarits fo called; 1 
think we have not the leaſt room to doube of; 
/ if we confider this, and-take it metaphorically, 
as indeed it ought to be, it is applicable to both 
church and ſtate. The cloricus conqueſt” of the 
Britiſh arms, the many ſignal victories obtain- 
ed over France, and France though joined with 
Spain, two of the greateſt and moſt powerful 
nations in Europe, and in the midſt of this fa- 
mous enterpriſe, even before a concluſion of 
peace, another remarkable” event took place, by 
which the man, of ſin is much weakened by th 
total overthrow of that part of his cunning 
. D 2 craftineſs, 
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Remarks en the Acchmpliſhment 
craftineſs, to wit, the extirpation of the Jeſuits, 
the chief pillars, and main ſupport of the church 


20 


of Rome in that kingdom; when was it, or in 


what tinie has it been heard of ſuch a remark- 


able event to come to paſs in France, tending 


to the overthrow of that myſtery of iniquity, 
which has ſo long prevailed ? certainly there is 
enough to convince any man of judgment who 
profeſs Proteſtantiſm, that the ten horns men- 
tioned in the Revelations, are now beginning ta 
hate the whore, and may very warrantably ex- 
pect in a very little time, the intire and final 
accompliſhment of the prophecies, when ſhe 
ſhall be made deſolate and naked, by the ſame 
horns which all along ſupported her, when 
God ſhall open their eyes, to ſee her abomina- 
tion with the filthyneſs of her fornication. _ 

But how doth this agree with the prophecies 
of Ezekiel, chap. xxxv. concerning the deſolu- 
tion of mount Seir, the type of France; is 
France made deſolate by the laſt war. 

I anſwer, it is very certain that the powers 
of. France was. brought down very low, not- 
withſtanding all other powers joining it; and as 


to the reſtitution of conquered iſlands, &c. 


on by the late peace with France and Spain, is 
ſo far from making the accompliſhment. of this 
prophecy appear void, but rather confirms 
the truth of the whole aſſertion; it is intirely 
agreeable and conſiſtent with the the principles 


l — 8 of real chriſtianity, to be in readi- 


nels 


LL 


neſs to watch all opportunities offered, in 
peace even with our very enemies; love 
merey is the eſſence of chriſtianity, and it 
Whoſe! heart it takes poſſeſſion, it worketh no 
evil, for ſays the apoſtle, If thine enemy 
* hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him 
C drink; for in ſo doing thou ſhalt beap coals 
« of ' fire on his bead. Be not overcome of 
<< evil, but ' overcome evi with" good: Rom. 
xi." 20, 27. This is a noble chriſtian ſpirit, and 
lays itſelf under God's protection, againſt all the 
allaults'of every wicked, ambitious, and covetous 
worldling ; © vengeance is mine, I wilt repay, 
«faith the Lord;” Rom. xii. 19. And fo c- 
cording to what improvement the French wilt" 


make of the late act of "benevolence © towards 


them, so it ſhaft fare with them, at the pour- 
ing out of che next vial, which wilt utterly 
deſtroy the empire of the wicked, in all parts 
of the earth; that day ſhall come as a ſnare 
upon the e of Chriſt's cauſe, when they 
ſhall ſay peace and ſafety, then ſudden deſtruction; 
and this ſhall ſurely come, not by little and 
little, through a long tract of time, as ſome do 


ſuppoſe, but ſuddenly as a whirlwind ;* as the 


Babylopians, the type, was ſpoiled in one night 
by Cyrus and his hoſt, ſo accordingly ſhall 
myſtery Babylon the great, &c. be thrown down, 
and ſhall be found no more at all, though ſhe 
ſhould ſay in her heart, © TI fit 4 queen, and 
* am no widow, and ſhall fee no forrow : but 

alas f 


22> The Jeux ors ne Kings @ the Time of 


asl ber plagues ſhall: come in one day, 

death, and meurning, and, famine, and. tbe 
halli be ytterly); burnto with fre for ſtrong 
is ther. Lord, God who jugeh ber: 
Revs xviii- 5, 8. And when all i confidered;s 
it is plain that the kings of the eaſt {poken of | 
in Rev. xvi, 1a. muſt mean Protaſtant princes, 
I have ſhewn though, all the cammentatgys. 
I. have ever gend or heard on their ailay, $0 
explain this en viah wich Ins voices. — abs 


to be groundleſs, it cannot bear or carry 
with it the leaft probability; neither can. it agres 
re 1. pl Frome: 
ot bj n-. 413 I Alen 
What right, have, de Jexs,, 
10% title of à king , all men know that 
— the whole race of them now for the 
ſpace of near 1700 years, not one of them 
could be intitled to a kingdom, whether tempo- 
ral or ſpiritual, cixil, or, ecclehiaſtic, no man hath 
4 right to be called king, except he be either 
born, heir to an inheritance, or made ſo by law 
eſtabliſhed, now the Jews are not born heirs to 
the kingdom of heaven, no not to any earthly 
kingdom, until they profeſs their faith in Chriſt, 
and be born again, for ſuch only can ſee the 
kingdom of God. John iii. 3. And the. Jaw 
of Moſes, in whom they place their hope ,and 
confidence, which they till hold faſt, even that 
ipſtead of giving them a right t6 an inheritance, 
4 pronounce- , 


8 to me 


\ 
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 Pramouane scgurfed | eyery,: one nwho truſteth in, 
or ſeeks.;to, be juſtified hy it h except they con- 
$* tinye,inall; m_ which, are witten in che 
#.bogk.. of.. che law. to do them, Deut, XXVii. 
66, and am ſure che holieſt perſen, no living 
und garth, Eannat pretend to- ſuch perfection; 
boni theo pramiſe is to the faithful,; or believers in 
Chriſt, and 40 their ſeed, not to unbelieyers nor 
to their ſecd'; becauſe, in the ſcripture Aenſe; all 
the: unbelievintz world are the wicked, .., whoſe 
feed:iſhall be cut off; for the Lord loveth 
£5 judgment, and forſaketh not bis ſaints, they 


Wicked be cut off, Ran rig * 


compared Xvi. 16. d $7 
Bat, ſecondly, the leaſt in. che kingdom, of 
theaven-(I mean the pooreſt believer, in Chriſt) 
 i8:intitled to a kingdom; for firſt, they are ho- 
en bein af che kingdom of heaven, Jam. ii, 3. 
they ar made more than conquerdes: through 
at hach loved them, Rom. viib 37. and 
ex; are beirs of God, and joint heirs with 
rift, Rom. viii. 17. and they are made kings 
and prieſts unto God, Rey. i- 6. and there- 
Aore\qualifed to judge the world, by the. ſpirit 
is given them, to partake of the inhe- 
Kkitante wich the ſaints in light; and even though 
perſecuted and borne down by all the tyranny 


and bppreſſion,. which the ſeed of the ſerpent 
„ lay upon them, for maintaining 
een of their cauſe; yet, notwith- 

ſtanding, 


to 


$1.18 


Hi 


# 4r8{)pteſeryed. for ehe, but the ſeed of che 


24 The ets art no Kings, ut "the tint of _ 


ſtanding, they ſhall infallibly reap che benefit of 
the purchaſed | poſſeſſions of their" promiſed in 
Heritance, not only in the world to come, or 
with Chriſt in heaven, but here on earth and 
that in an eminent manner, oben | the time 
comes, chat the ſaints ſhall poſſeſs! the king 
dom, Dan. vii. 22 18. Now can anylont im- 
gine, that the Jews, who ſtill continue in un- 
belief, have any intereſt here, While they operily 
and wilfully Chriſt and his cauſe: there- 
heyy ind cannot be ſaid, that the Jews are' kings. 

Thirdly, But ſome will fay, that the Jews 
are kings, by virtue of che promiſes of (God to 
them in their reſtoration and! promiſed” inheti- 
tance, and becauſe they are the ſeed and poſto- 
"rity of the patriarchs, as it is ſaid : by the a- 
poſtle, who are Ifraclites, to whom pertaineth 
cc the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, and the ſervice uf 
4 God, and the promiſes,” Rom. ix. 4. At is trur 
that great and glorious are the [promiſes of Gol 
te them, which ſurely © will be fulfilled in its 
time, when God himſelf, by his ſon, ſhall ex- 
ert his almi; power, in cauſing "theſe ſlain 
to live; and though as dry and dead bonds 
ſeattered in all parts of. the earthy yet/ievery 
bone ſhall come together, botie: £6: his- bonez 
when he; for their fathers ſakes,” will have” mercy 
upon them, and by à mighty hand, and  6ut- 
* Hretch6d arm, bring them to their: own land, 
But 4 this gives them no right to be called 
tub | kings, | 


the pturing out of the forth Val. 45. 


kings, while they continue obſtinately in unbe- 
lief;- and it is plain that they have forfeited 
their right to the privileges which their forefa- 


ders had in poſſeſſion, and becauſe of their un- 


belief, were caſt out of the kingdom as vaga- 
bonds, having made a covenant with hell, which 
they ſtill hold faſt, and until that covenant be 
broken, they are flaves to ſatan and enemies to 
_ Chriſt, who is the only way to the father of 
mercy, and therefore* under the ſentence of con- 
demnation, heirs, 'of hell, curſed by the word of 
God, even by that part of God's word, the 
law of Moſes, . in whom they truſt; as it is 
written, '& Curſed is every one that continueth 
dc not in all things which are written in the 
& book of the law, to do them”, Gal: iii. 10. 
Deut. xxvii. 26. and not regarding that . Chriſt 
de is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, for 
&* eyery one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. there- 
fore they are the accurſed of God, as long as 
they continue in unbelief, becauſe they believe 
not the record God gave of his ſon, for © he 
ce that believeth not the ſon, ſhall not ſes life, 
ce but the wrath of God abideth on him,” John 


ii. 36. therefore it is plain, that 3 at 
the pouring out of the ſixth vigl no right 
to be called kings. I am fully perſuaded, and 
E think am able to make good and ſtand my 
ground with any in the kingdom (if * allowed 
the expreſſion) if there be any that will raiſe 
objections againſt what I here aum, particu- 

E larly, 


26 The. Body of the Fews are not become Chriftians 
larly, that the ſixth vial poured out upon the 


great river Euphrates, * &c. is already fulfilled - 


by the late war. with France, &c. and yet there 
appears no remarkable change in the Turkiſh 
empire, as has been aſſerted by commentators, 
who hath miſrepreſented the myſtical ſenſe of 

this prophecy, neither is there yet any viſible 
ſign for the gathering and converſion of the 
Jews, and yet the ſcriptures muſt - be fulfilled, 
and indeed they are. fulfilling daily, whether we 
believe or perceive it or not. No man can 
make appear from ſcripture, that the body of 


the Jews will become chriſtians at the time of 


the pouring out of the fixth vial, as is aſſerted 


dy commentators, for then the myſtery muſt be 
diſcovered before the time, that is, before the 


pouring out of the ſeventh vial, for it muſt be 


allowed, that all the vials from the firſt to the 
ſixth, which in the courſe of divine providence, 
each ſucceed one another without much inter- 
miſſion, and all carried on in a myſtery; but 
the ſeventh with open manifeſtation, even to the 
finiſhing of the myſtery of God: the apoſtle to 
the Romans clears up this doubt at once, for 
to expect the converſion of the Jews, before the 

pouring 


»The pouring ont of this ſixth vial, began im- 
mediately after the pouring out of the fifth vial 


on the ſeat of the beaſt, Rev. xvi. 10. which was 


accompliſhed at the glorious ann effected by 
king William. 


Tf 


until the pouring out of the ſeventh Vial. © 27 


pouring out of the ſeventh vial, where he fays, 


e that blindneſs in part is happened to Iſrael, 
until the fulneſs of the Gentiles” be come 
© in.” Rom. xi. 25. And this certain fulneſs 


of the Gentiles, is not determined until the 
pouring out of the ſeventh vial, at which time 


and not till then, the myſtery” of God ſhall be 


finiſhed, as he hath declared to his ſervants the 
prophets, which correſponds with the voice of 
the ſeventh angel when he ſhall begin to ſound. 
Rev. xi. 7. Then all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, for 


it is written, there ſhall come out of Zion 


& the deliverer, and ſhall. turn away ungodlineſs 
« from Jacob: for this is my covenant unto 


& them, when I ſhall take away their fins.” 


Rom, 'xi. 26, 27. at which time the king of 
kings and lord. of lords, ſhall have his garments 


apt! in the blood of all his oppoſers, who then ſnall 


be gathered together againſt Chriſt and his 
army, that ſhall fight the battle declared by the 
angel ſtanding in the ſun, Rev. xix. 17. and 
this battle is the laſt that is ſpoken of in the 
ſcriptures, which ſhall put an end to all wars 
and rumoyrs of wars, and which ſhall make 
way for the Jews to come and poſſeſs the land of 
Canaan, according to the word of God, © for 
< it ſhall be the day of the Lord's vengeance, 


and the year of recompences for the controverſy 


of Zion; ” If. xxxiv. 8, when all the enemies 
of Chriſt, which is ſpiritually called Gog and 


Magog, which may be found in all parts of the 


E 2 earth 
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2 The progreſſive Ehren of the Trumpets, Ec, 


earthy though, innumerable as the ſand upon | 
- - the fearſhore, and their leader or king, who is” 


the angel of the bottomleſs pit, whoſe' name in 
the hebrew tongue is Abadon, yet for all their 
ſtrength, rage, and malice, - they ſhall all be 


overcome to their utter deſtruction, by him that 


ſat upon the horſe, who treadeth the wine-preſs 
of the fierceneſs and wrath of almighty God. 
Rev. xix. 15. The pouring of the ſeven” viats 
is repreſented as The ſeven laſt plagues, in which, 


it is ſaid, is filled up the wrath of God, Rev. 


XV. 1, and may very juſtly be takem as à brief 
commentary on the ſeven trumpets of the ſeven 
angels; and indeed they all help to explain 
each other, as they ſeem to bear a peculiar likeneſs 
both with refpe& to the progreſs of their ad- 


vancement, and the manner of their fulfilment, 


according to the times preſcribed generally by the 
moſt learned commentators of the Proteſtant 


| perſuaſion, as it is generally believed and aflerted, 


according to the evidences given in the courſe of 
God's providence, that the ſeven trumpets began 


to ſound in the days of Conſtantine the great, 


the firſt chriſtian emperor, and this at the open- 
ing of the ſixth ſeal, or ſoon after it, as may be 
gathered from the tenor, conſent, and harmoniou: 
agreement of every part of John's viſion, and in 
Iike manner under the ſound of the ſixth trum- 
pet, the "reformation from Popery was begun 
and carried on, and the pouring out of the 
Kals began about the ſame time, fo that the 
Axth vial, and we are (as I have ſhown) 

| | under 


ty 


* 


work of human redemption, revraling and de- 


bh — . 


, 


and how they hip 'to-exlait tach other, 25 


under the ſarth, is: = fore-runner of the ſevetth 


or laſt, as it were preparing the way, for the 
glorious. (c of the meſſiah's kingdom; as 


John Baptiſt prepared the way for Chriſt in the 


days of his ſleſh, when he enterbd upon the 


claring to men the mind and will of his Father 3 
and as there was a great change tock place, 
particularly relating to affairs of the . Jewiſh 
nation, after the coming of Chriſt, to take away 


fin, by offering up himſelf a ſacrifice to God 3 


fo there muſt abcording to the teſtimony of 
' the prophets; be an univerſal change in church 
and ſtate - throughout the whole world; When 
the ſeventy weeks, which is determined to 
finiſh the tranſgreiſion, and to make an end of 
fin, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, ind 
to bring in an everlaſting ri eſs, and 
to ſeal up a INE OY 
anoint the moſt holy. Dan. ix. 24. 

This I have ſhown by many infallible _ 
monies and undeniable evidences, the myftical 
ſenſe and true interpretation of the ſixch vial, 
Aready fulfilled, and which is a preparatory in- 
novation, and a forerunner of the ſeventh, or 
a vial, which remains yet to be fulfilled. 


7 And the ſeventh angel poured out his 
«vial into the air, and there came a great 
cc voice out of the temple of heaven, from the 
e throhe, ſaying, It is done. And there were 
voices, and thunders, and -lightnings; and 

tc there 
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« there Was a great earthquake, ſuch as was 
© not fince men were upon the earth, ſo migh- 


ty an earthquake, and ſo great. And the 


great city was divided into three parts, and 
the cities of the nations fell: and great Ba- 


; 228 bylon came in remembrance before God, to 


„give unto her the cup of the wine of the 
<« fierceneſs of his wrath. And every iſland: fled 
% away, and the mountains were not found. 
« And there fell upon men a great hail out 
& of heaven, every ſtone about the weight 
of a talent, and men blaſphemed God be- 
<& cauſe of the plague of the hail: for the plague 
© thereof was exeeeding great, Rev. xvi. 17, 
"hy 19, 20, 21. 


We find under the Molaical dif] abs, that 
the. Jews had ſolemn feaſts, ſabbaths, memorials 
of blowing of trumpets, and years of Jubilee, &c. 
which numbers of ſeyens typically repreſent the 
gradual diſplays of God's faithfulneſs unto his 
church under the goſpel diſpenſation, in provi- 
ding bountifully for his people, at the end of 
ſeyen appointed times; and this more and more 
confirmed, until at length the church militant 
ſhould become triumphant: by ſearching into 
the ſcriptures, we may learn that the manner 
in which God makes himſelf known to his people 
is, by the diſcovery, of truth in three kinds of 
manifeſtations, and each manifeſtation maintained 


and ſupported by ſeven en, given in the 
courſe 


| Entraduftion-to the ſeventh, or laſt Fial. 3 


courſe of divine providence, . and this not all at 
once, or at the ſame time, but one event to 
follow another, after the ſame manner in which 
God hath manifeſted his power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, in the creation of the whole fabric 
of the univerſe in the ſpace of fix days, and 
reſted. on the ' ſeventh; ſo that God's works of 
creation ſimply conſidered, is only but as the 
firſt manifeſtation, whereby God makes himſelf 
known to mankind ; and this firſt manifeſtation ' 
is as a door opened, wherein we may be led to 
contemplate on God's works of proyidence, 
wherein we ſee the greatneſs of the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God diſplayed, in upholding all 
things which he hath aade, preſerving, and go- 
verning all his creatures and all their actions, 
ſo that there is not ſo much as a ſparrow can 
fall to the ground, without his divine permiſ- 
ſion. And this God's works of providence is 
the ſecond grand manifeſtation, whereby God 
makes himſelf known. But there is a third 
grand manifeſtation, whereby God makes him- 
felf known to his people, which is abſolutely 
| neceſſary, in order to compleat man's happi- 
neſs, namely, the work of redemption, revealed 
in his ſacred word; herein is made manifeſt, 
that his tender mercies are over all his other 
works: this is the new heaven and the new 
earth, ſpoken of in the ſcriptures, or the new 
creation of God, the kingdom of heaven, the 


paradiſe of God, and was begun ſoon after our 
firſt 


3 aud uition to the froeth hal. 


firſt parents fell from their primitive integrity, 
and ever fince carried on to perfection, but not 
compleated until after the pouring out of this 
ſeventh vial; and if the firſt creation was great 
and glorious, the ſecond, or new creation, is 
- Incomparably great and much more glorious ; 
for when God produced alt things out 4 
thing by the word of his almighty power, he 
met with no oppoſition, as there could be no 
poet © beſides that of God, to reſiſt his will; 
ut it is quite otherwiſe in the work of re- 
demption, for the powers of darkneſs, in oppo- 
| fition to the plan of redemption, is almoſt infi- 


nite. The Lord | Jeſus Chriſt, the only begot- 
ten fon of God, Wherein are hid all the trea- 


ſure of wiſdom and knowledge, „as jt hath 
- & pleaſed the father, that in him ſhould all ful- 
e neſs dwell,” Col. i. 19. And as he is head 
of his body the church, ever fince his aſcenſion 
into glory, has always carried on this work 


of redemption in a deep myſtery, as it were 
quite hid from the world, but not hid from 


his church, whereof he is head; for all things 
which he hath heard of the father, he makes 
known to his church by the holy ſpirit, for 
cs the ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear 
„ him, and he will ſhew them his covenant,” 
Pfal. xxv. 14. and as he is king of Zion, in 
oppoſition to all the powers of darkneſs, doth 
unfold the myſteries of God under the goſpel 


diſpenſation, after the ſame manner as has been 
already 
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already obſerved, in the diſcovery of truth in 
three kinds of manifeſtations , and each mani- 
feſtation maintained and ſupported by ſeven evi- - 
dences given in the courſe of divine providence; 
firſt, by the evidences given at the time of the 
opening of the ſeven ſeals, ſee Revelation, ſixth 
chapter throughout, which is the firſt manifeſta- 
tion whereby Chriſt (ſince his aſcenſion into 
glory) unfolds the myſtery of God; ſecondly, 
dy the evidence given at the time of ſounding 

the trumpets of the ſeven angels, Rev. 8, , 
- TO, 11, chapters f, which is belonging to the 
ſeven evidences of the ſecond grand manifeſta- 
tion, whereby Chriſt unfolds the myſtery of God; 
the third and laſt manifeſtation i is, by the evi- 
dences given of the pouring out of the ſeven 
Wals, whereof I am now ſpeaking, which will 
finiſh the myſtery of God; ſo that we have no 
need to fear being at a loſs, to know or under- 
Rand truly the myſtical ſcripture prophecies, or 
to know the nature or ſubſtance of things which 
remain yet to be fulfilled, as if they were cloſe 
| ſealed up, ſeeing that we have ſamples thereof 
in things which are already made manifeſt, | 


Rs The 


- * Anſwerable to the three woes, Rey. viid. 3 3: ix. 12. 
xi. 14. 

+ This ſecond manifeſtation I have faſfciently ſhewn, 
by the remarks made on the 10th and 11th chapters of 
the Revelations, in my Fiew of the _y od the Me / 
fiah's Kingdom, 


34 The pouring out | of the event Vial explained. 


| Phe ſeventh angel poured out his vial into 
the air, that is, upon the diſpoſition of man- 
kind in general, who follow the device of the 
<< prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that 
e worketh in the children of diſobedierice,” Eph. 
ii. 2. Seeing that all the vials bring judgment 
upon the enemies of the church of Chriſt, the 

pouring out of one vial ſimply conſidered, is but a 
part or partial diſcovery of the plagues contained 
in the vials, upon obſtinate and impenitent ſinners, 
and put in execution by meaſure, according to the 
gradual diſplays of divine truths in the accom- 
pliſhment of the prophecies. - Gods ways and 
works are perfect, and although the beginning 
thereof appear ſmall - and inconſiderate to the 
wiſdom of the world, yet at the end a moſt 
magnificent and perfect ſtructure, very great 
and glorious to all ſpectators, when all things 
are fulfilled. which is written in the ſcriptures, 
then nd wich and his truths ſhall uni- 
verſally be made manifeſt. 

And there came a great voice out of the 'temple 
of heaven, from the throne, ſaying, It is done. 
This great voice out of the temple of heaven, 
from the throne, I believe, according to the 
ſentiments of a famous divine in his day, Mr. 
"Thomas Brightman, who ſays, © this throne in 
tc heaven is the throne of the higheſt majefty, 
cc which being placed in the midſt, the aſſembly 
te of the faithful * ſhall glitter with an incompre- 


te henſible brightneſs and glory of the moſt holy 
6c 9 85 6 ; 
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6 trinity; wherefore this voice cometh immedi- 
© ately from God himſelf, in reſpect of the mi- 
& niſtry of the church; whereby it ſignifies, 
that God would provide for his ſervants. under 
this vial, beyond his uſual manner, and almoſt 
beyond all hope, even at a time when things 
appear with a contrary aſpet, as our Saviour 
himfelf faith. © Nevertheleſs, ſays he, when the. 
© fon of man cometh, ſhall he find faith on the 
earth,“ Luke xvii. 8. 

0 And there were voices, thunders, our light- 
% nings,” Rev. xvi, 18. Theſe repreſent the 
glory of the Meſſiah's kingdom, when Chriſt 
ſhall ariſe out of his holy habitation, then it 
will undoubtedly cauſe voices, thunders, and light- 
nings, attended with its proper effects upon men 
of various diſpoſitions, . agreeable to that ſaying, 
& For as the lightning cometh out of the eaſt, 
c and ſhineth even unto the weſt, ſo ſhall alſo the 
ce coming of the ſon of man be,” Matt. xxiv. 27. 

And there was a great earthquake, &c. 

This great and unparallelled earthquake is 
not to be underſtood literally, ſuch as has ru- 
ined and deſtroyed the famous' city of Liſbon, 
or the like, but ſhould be underſtood metapho- 
rically, as every other ſelect paſſage of this 
book of the revelations ought to be taken, 
which undoubtedly muſt fignify the utter de- 
ſtruction and overthrow of ſatan's kingdom, 
which by the brightneſs of Chriſt's coming, 
when the man of ſin is revealed, ſhall put an 

1 end 
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| end to all the powers of darkneſs in the world; 
| ſo that in this earthquake, the juſt vengeance 
of God upon the wicked, is not only brought 
to light, but the wickedneſs of the wicked, 
and the righteouſneſs of the . righteous, are alſo 
| made manifeſt; and all this ſuddenly and irre- 
coverably, as is repreſented by this great and 
| terrible earthquake. 

And the great city was divided into three 
< parts,” Rev. xvi. 19. What this great city 
might be, or what is meant by its being divi- 

_ *ded into three parts, we have no direct ac- 

counts given in this place; but if we ſearch 
the ſcriptures, and compare this to other places 
therein, we ſhall infallibly come to the true light 
thereof, What is meant by a city in the lan- 
guage of the prophets, oftentimes doth ſignify a 
general afſembly, or a concourſe of people, of 
one and the ſame profeſſion, whether civil or 
religious, maintained and eſtabliſhed by law, 
and this the church of God, is called a city, 

„ which hath foundations, whoſe builder and 
c maker is God, Heb. xi. 10. We find allo. 
in the twenty-firſt chapter of the Revelations 

throughout, that the church of God is a city, 
which hath no need of the natural ſun and 
moon to give it light, berqule the lamb of 
God, Jeſus Chriſt, who is the ſun of righte- 

ouſneſs, is the light thereof: the church of Chriſt 

alſo is repreſented as „ a woman clothed with 
the ſun, and the moon under her feet, and 


cc upon. 


\ 


3 
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& upon her head a crown of twelve ftars,” 
Rev. xii, 1. which by comparing the one with 
the other will lead us into the paths of truth, 
ſo as to be able to comprehend theſe metapho- 
rical expreſſions; ſo that this woman is the true 
church of God, clothed with the perfect righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, made manifeſt through 


the evidences given in and by the truth, light, 


and knowledge of the ſcriptures, with the old 
Jewiſh rites, figures, and ſhadows contained in 
the law of Moſes, under her feet, which is as 
the moon, compared to the glorious ſunſhine of 
the everlaſting goſpel ; and upon this woman's 
head was a crown of twelve ſtars, that is, the 
doctrine of the twelve apoſtles, who truly may 
be called ſtars. See Rev. i. 20. But the ſcrip- 
tures hold forth alſo, that there is a falſe 
church as well as a true, repreſented under the 
character of a ſplendid woman, and a great 
and populous city, as it is clear, Rev. xvii. 18. 
and the woman which thou ſaweſt, is that great 
city which reigneth over the kings of the earth; 
this woman, or this falſe church, has her title 
in her forehead, in order to diſtinguiſh her from 
all others in ſplendor and magnitude, Myg-- 
( TERY BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
© OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
© EARTH; and I faw, ſays John, the woman 
drunken with the blood of the ſaints, and 
c with the blood of the eure of Jeſus, &c.“ 
Rev. xvii. 5, 6. 

Now 
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Now can any image be painted with colours 
by the moſt cunning and ſkilful in the art of 
limning, by ſetting forth the proportions and 
likeneſs of any thing, more than this image, 
which the ſpirit of God by the apoſtle John, 
gives us of the city or church of Rome; What 
, is like unto this city, for all manner of 
cruelty and oppreflion ? was it not by the au- 
thority of Rome, that our bleſſed Saviour was 
put to death? who ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 
a Roman governor, as it was not lawful for 
the Jews to put any man to death, without 
the conſent; and approbation of the authority of 
Rome: was it not by the cruel tyrants, the 
heathen emperors of Rome,; that all the lament- 
able and cruel perſecutions which was inflicted 
on the chriſtian church, from the apoſtle's time, 
until the days of Conſtantine the firſt chriſtian 
- emperor, and that for the ſpace of three hundred 
years. Moreover, hath not the church of 
Rome, whereof the pope is head, followed the 
ſame ſteps ? though in a much more crafty and 
deceiving. manner; is not the church of Rome 
the chief nurſery of ſpiritual whoredom, of all 
errors, ſuperſtition, and idolatry ? was it not by 
this neſt of corruption, that all the errors in 
matters of faith, eſtabliſhed . in Europe, and 
other places in the world, which has been 
hatched to deceive mankind, from the days of 
Conſtantine the great, until the reformation, from 
r ; and was it not by the diſciples and 

advocates. 


— 
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advocates. of Rome, that every cruel and tyran- 
nical proceedings ſince the reformation, has been 
invented againſt the true Proteſtant cauſe, againſt 
thoſe, who make the word of God (contained 
in the holy ſcriptures) the only rule of faith 
and manners, ſurely nothing can be more cer- 
tain than that the church of Rome, whereof 


the pope is head, t that man of ſin ſpoken of 


by the apoſtle Paul, 2 Theſſ. ii. fitting in the 


temple of God, that myſtery of iniquity, which 
was hatching even in the days of the apoſtles, 


and has been made manifeſt. now for the ſpace 


of twelve hundred and threeſcore years. 


Having demonſtrated the true meaning of what 


we arc to undciflaud by cities in this book of 
the Revelations; it remains now, to open the 


words of the text, namely, the great city which 
was divided into three parts. Some are of the 
opinion that this great city divided into three 


parts, is the ſame to that as has been already 
demonſtrated ; namely, the whole juriſdiction of 
Rome, but this is like the putting two ſaddles 
upon one horſe, becauſe mention is made of 
Rome in a diſtin manner, in the words 
which directly follow, namely, great Babylon 
which came in remembrance before God, to 
give unto her the- cup of the wine of the 
fierceneſs of his wrath; it appears therefore that 
this great city divided into three parts, is ſome 
other great, city with whom the church or city 
of Rome hath no immediate gonneQiow; which 
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is (as I humbly conceive) e Prorekant per- 
ſuaſion in general, which is eſtabliſhed, tolerated, 
and protected by Proteftant” princes; 1 8. | 
lieve few will ſay, but this city is now as great 
if not greater than "myſtery Babylon itſelf, but 
how is this great city divided into thiee"parts ? 
by the manner how the Proteſtants diſtinguiſh 
themſelves, into three main diviſions; | to wit, 
epiſcopacy, preſbytery, and independency. As 
for thoſe people, who apply this great city 
wholly unto Rome, and the dominions there- 
unto belonging, do not weigh the matter juſtly, 
nor pay due regard to the beautifuf order of 
dwine Revelation, for why ſhould che "fame 
thing” be repeated over again in one diſtinct 
paſſage, except we look upon the ſcripture, as 
= made up with fuperfludus' Gy | en 
1 muſt by no means be allowed.. * | 
'And the cities of the nations _ 2 — 
Babylon, &c. Rev. xvi. 19. 
What we are to underſtand! by a ele or 
ities, in this bock of the Revelatiors, I have 
Aready demonſtrated'; and therefore am not at a 
Joſs here, to form a true idea of thoſe cities 
of the nations Which fell; which undoubtedly 
muſt ſignify the downful of all the juriſdictions 
of the wicked in all nations, together with 
myſtery Babylon the great, the mother of 
barlots, &c. and all of them at the fame time 
er w_ their ne in one Nee ruin, 


* 
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inert con...” 


tenſive earthquake. 
And every iſland fled away, and the moun- 
ec tains were not found,” Rev. xvi. 20. 

Theſe words plainly intimate that univerkal 
change in human affairs, effected by the pqur- 
ing out of this ſeyenth vial, particularly rela- 
ting to religious aſſemblies, ſuch as are ſepara- 
tiſts; thoſe who have no communion with the 
univerſal or catholic church. Every iſland fled 
away, that is, every religious ſociety, who dif- 
fers from the main continent, that is to ſay, 
ſuch as are, or ſhall be found partial obſervers 
of the whole counſel of God revealed in his 
word, they ſhall all fly away at the preſence 
of the Lord, when he cometh to make all things 
new, according to his true and faithful word. 

« And the mountains were not found.” All 
the mountains of errors, fuperſtition, and ido- 
latry ſhall come to nothing. O happy day that! 
when the mountain of the Lord's - houſe ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed upon the top of the mountains, 
and be exalted above the hills, and all nations 
flow unto it, Iſa. ii. when the church, the 
lamb's wife, hath made herſelf ready for the 
marriage, with all the rich attire and ornament 
of heaven! beautified and curiouſly arrayed with 
all manner of precious jewels, with all the 
glory and honour which a God of infinite 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs can beſtow on 
mortals on this fide of the third heaven; when 


G the 
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the holy city, the new Jeruſalem, ſhall come 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as 'a 
bride adorned for her huſband ;- when all nati- 
ons bring their glory and honour unto it, as 
unto the queen of heaven, raiſed from the very 
duſt of the earth, though formerly eſteemed in 


the eyes of all men as the filth of the earth, 


and off-ſcourings of all things, but then magni- 
fied and exalted to the higheſt dignity, 

And there fell upon men a great hail out 
& of heaven, every ſtone about the weight of 
c a talent, and men blaſphemed God becauſe of 
* the . plague of the - hail, for the plague there- 
of was exceeding great, Rev. xvi. 21. 

Theſe words repreſent the great and dreadful 


ſtorm of God's vengeance upon wicked and un- 
godly men, eſpecially thoſe living in a chriſtian 
country, under the light of the goſpel, who 


would not have Chriſt to reign over them, that 


they might be faved, but ſcoffed and kde 2 
mock at true re igion, that one thing needful, 
now they ſhall receive the due reward of their 


deeds, and reap the fruits of their long times 


ſowing, who, in the days of their proſperity, 
deſpiſed the poor members of Chriſt's myſtical 
body, would have no fellowſhip with, but caſt 


them out of their ſociety; but at the pouring 
out of this vial the caſe is altered, the wheel 
is turned upſide down, when God ſpeedily ſhall 
avenge his own elect, by a dreadful ſtorm from 


Now 


heaven. 
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4 Now, .chriſtian reader, you ſee that the me- 
' | thod I haye taken to interpret the ſcriptures, 


is the ſcriptures themſelves; by comparing that 
which ſeemeth dark or obſcure, to other paſſa- 


ges which appear more clear; and as I could 
not, nor dare preſume to ſeek to advance mine 
own, or any other private opinion, contrary to 
the word of God, I have therefore made the 
holy ſcriptures my only rule. to determine caſes 
in all my undertakings. 

My brethren, theſe are the true ſayings of 
God, and, whether you believe it or not, it is 
nevertheleſs true, and muſt produce its proper 
effects in its due ſeaſon. Perhaps you will fay, © 
if this had been atteſted by men of learning 
and polite: education, it might univerſally be ap- 
proved of, and meet with a favourable reception; 
but what effect can the arguments of a poor, 
law, illiterate man have, let it. be never ſo 
true. . | 

To this I anfiver; when men of parts and 
liberal education have departed from God, par- 
ticularly for truſting too much to their own 
qualifications and capacity, it always has been 
God's way, from. the beginning of the world, 
when he .had an extraordinary work to do, 'for 
to chooſe the poor, the weak, the baſe and con- 
temptible part of mankind, to confound the 
wiſdom of the wiſe, and bring to nothing the 
underſtanding of the prudent; God is now about 
doing an extraordinary work in the earth, and 


C 4 The ping it of th wth ll pled 
it hath pleaſed him to ſhiews i it unto me in 
extraordinary manner. I haye for ſeveral . 
paſt ſuffered in my on private intereſt and 
- character, for maintaining the truth of theſe 

things which I now make publick, as I found 
all men of every perſuaſion againſt + my pre- 
ceedings; but God's counſel muſt ſtand, and 

$ will do all his pleaſure, whether men approve 

2 of .it or not; and I kno that God is with 
mie, and will make his own way proſperous 
through my endeavours, for of a truth God 
hath ſent me to declare theſe things unto. the 
world. <A} | ; | 
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